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SECRET ATHENS 7461 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE AVEROFF VISIT TO WASHINGTON 
REF: STATE 222312 

1. 1 SAW DEFENSE MINISTER AVEROFF LAST NIGHT AT AN INFORMAL 
PRIVATE DINNER AT THE RESIDENCE OF DCM STEARNS. DURING THE 
COURSE OF THE EVENING I HAD OPPORTUNITY TO REVERT TO OUR 
DISCUSSION A FEW DAYS AGO ABOUT AVEROFF'S POSSIBLE VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON. 

2. 1 SAID THAT I HAD CHECKED WITH WASHINGTON AS TO ANY PLANS 
BEING MADE OR THOUGHTS THERE ABOUT A POSSIBLE VISIT BY THE 
DEFENSE MINISTER. IN REPLY I HAD LEARNED THAT SECRETARY 
SCH T .F. STNGF.R— WHO WOULD BE AVEROFF'S OBVIOUS HOST- HAD NOT 
EXTENDED AN INVITATION BUT WAS VERY MUCH LOOKING FORWARD TO 
SEEING AVEROFF AT THE NPG MEETING IN ROME NOVEMBER 7-8 IF AVEROFF 
WERE GOING. AVEROFF SAID THAT HE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO SEE SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER BUT THAT IN VIEW OF THE ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR 
NOVEMBER 17 IT WOULD BE HIGHLY INADVISABLE FOR HIM TO GO TO THE 
NPG MEETING. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION, AVEROFF SAID THAT NO 
DECISION HAD BEEN MADE WHETHER SOMEONE ELSE FROM GREECE 
MIGHT ATTEND THAT MEETING. 

3. 1 TRIED TO HANDLE THIS DELICATE MATTER IN AS INFORMAL AND 
OFF-HAND WAY AS POSSIBLE SO AS TO AVOID GIVING ANY POSSIBLE 
OFFENSE TO AVEROFF. HE INDICATED HE DID NOT KNOW HOW THE MATTER 
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OF HIS BEING INVITED TO GO TO WASHINGTON HAD FIRST ARISEN, BUT 
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HE THOUGHT IT MIGHT HAVE GROWN OUT OF THE CLOSE AND FRIENDLY 
RELATIONSHIPS EXISTING BETWEEN OUR TWO NAVIES AND THE STRONG 
DESIRE BY HELLENIC NAVY OFFICERS TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL VESSELS 
FROM THE U.S. 

4. IN ANY CASE, THE POSSIBILITY OF AVEROFF VISITING WASHINGTON 
AT THE OFFICIAL INVITATION FROM SECRETARY SCHLESINGER HAS BEEN 
KNOCKED IN THE HEAD FOR THE PRESENT. I BELIEVE WE GOT THE 
MESSAGE ACROSS TO AVEROFF ABOUT AS WELL AS COULD BE EXPECTED, 
AND HE SHOWED NO DISAPPOINTMENT OR RESENTMENT OF ANY KIND. 
HOWEVER, I AM UNABLE TO SAY WHETHER OR NOT THE "MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING" WAS SOLEY AVEROFF'S FAULT AND, IF NOT, WE MAY 
HAVE PAID SOME PRICE IN HIS GOOD WILL AT A SENSITIVE MOMENT IN 
U.S. -GREEK RELATIONS WHEN HE IS ONE OF THE THREE MOST 
IMPORTANT MEN DIRECTING THIS COUNTRY'S AFFAIRS. 

KUBISCH 
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